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Together, our universities provide the vast majority of Alaska's post-secondary education. Our 

/pres/goals-metrics/
https://research.upjohn.org/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1063&context=up_policybriefs
https://www.nber.org/papers/w30088
https://live.laborstats.alaska.gov/trends-magazine/2023/February/the-class-of-2005
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That means investing in and taking advantage of UA is the single best thing we can do to build a 
skilled workforce in Alaska — from vocational and industry certificates to baccalaureate and 
graduate degrees. 
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The state of UA is strong mainly because of our improving fiscal environment, or what I like to 
call our “three-legged stool.” The first leg is state funding. The fiscal stability we’ve seen from 
the state in recent years has paid significant dividends. I’m grateful to the governor and 
legislature for that. Special thanks to Representative Will Stapp and Senator Lyman Hoffman for 
their collaboration with us as chairmen of our finance subcommittees. 

The second leg of the stool is enrollment - and thanks to the stability from the state, our 
enrollment is now growing, bucking national trends.  

Last Spring marked the first year-over-year enrollment increase since 2011; this Spring 
Semester, student headcount is up another 4%. 

Nationally, in Fall, first-time freshmen enrollments were down 3.6%. But UA’s number of first-
time freshmen increased by 16% over the previous year. That’s meaningful progress — and 
momentum worth celebrating. 

As enrollment has grown, we’ve been able to keep tuition low while increasing and expanding 
financial aid offerings. Both the average debt of UA graduates and the percentage of graduates 
with debt are below national and regional averages. And at the same time, average post-
graduation wages for our students are higher. 

The UA Teacher Internship Scholarship is a fantastic example of those efforts in action. It covers 
tuition, fees, and a stipend for applicants to complete their student teaching. 65 students were 
awarded the scholarship last year.  

We know Alaska needs teachers. The programs at our three Universities allow future educators 
to gain their credentials virtually anywhere they live. And if one program isn’t offered at, say, 
UAA, it’s offered at UAF or UAS and available in that location. teachalaska.org takes you to all 
the avenues available for you to become a teacher - no matter where you live. 

And the final leg of that stool is research, and our progress there is also substantial. UA received 
$235 million in research revenue last year as a system - over $60 million more than 5 years ago. 
UAF is our leader in research dollars, with over $200 million received last fiscal year.  

UAF is #1 in the nation for Arctic Research, and we’re aiming to graduate more Ph. Ds to 
achieve Tier 1 Research Status there. Achieving that will bring more research, talent, and 
prestige to Alaska.  

/ir/uainreview/research_sponsored_programs_nov23.pdf


 

2024 State of the University Address | March 11, 2024 | President Pat Pitney 

 

4 

 

And if you haven’t heard by now, UAA was just awarded a $46 million, 10-year grant from the 
US Department of Homeland Security to lead a research consortium on Arctic Security. Those 
funds will help train the next generation of Arctic experts through workforce initiatives and 
research projects.  It’s a perfect fit for the only public university system in the country situated 
near the Arctic.  

At UAS, faculty and students have been doing ground-breaking research on whale populations, 
their health, habits, and impact on Alaska. One of their proposed projects would monitor 
humpback whales in Juneau - one of the most valuable marine resources and a key driving 
attraction for global tourism and visitors. 

Most of these are competitive federal dollars - if we didn’t get them, they’d be going to other 
universities and states. Our world-class faculty and programs are clearly recognized as experts 
nationally and globally. 

External, competitively funded research is relevant and important for Alaska. It includes remote 
sensing work in coastal regions to assess sea ice, and its impact on coastal communities.  

And it also includes our decades-long work with the National Institutes of Health (NIH) on 
strategies to reduce suicides in rural communities. The key practices from that research are 
now being applied to suicide prevention efforts on military bases in Alaska. The breadth of the 
work is impressive, and deeply meaningful.  
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Clearly, there’s a lot to celebrate this year. The fiscal stability we’ve achieved is paying 
dividends, and allows us to be future-focused. 

Some highlights: This year, the UA Scholars program will celebrate its 25th anniversary. And 
even more exciting: the number of students using the Alaska Performance Scholarship, or APS, 
increased 50% over last year, the first increase in use since 2016. Improving access to APS is one 

https://www.ktoo.org/2024/02/15/cruise-ship-passenger-fee-proposals-include-study-of-juneaus-humpback-whales/
http://alaska.edu/scholars
https://acpe.alaska.gov/Portals/3/APS/Pubs/APS_OutcomesReport_2024.pdf
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Over the last 10 years, we've awarded around 43,000 degrees and certificates – 70 percent of 
which qualify grads for Alaska’s highest-demand employment fields. Again, 90% of UA grads 
work here in Alaska within a year after graduation. 

Broad program offerings and degree pathways give students robust opportunities for success in 
college and in Alaska’s workforce. 

Take UAA’s School of Social Work. Last spring, they received grants from multiple partners to 
help educate future K-12 counselors for the Anchorage School District. The grant will allow us 
to leverage our current programs and ensure students get the specialized mental health 
training they need to walk right into jobs after graduating. 

The UAS’ Maritime Education Center provides hands-on training for shipbuilding and repair. 
Faculty and staff work with the Alaska Marine Highway System and U.S. Coast Guard to tailor 
courses to industry needs, and place students in internships that lead to high-paying maritime 
careers.   

And speaking of people - ours are the tip of the spear when it comes to building community 

https://www.uaa.alaska.edu/news/archive/2023/09/sswend-school-of-social-work.cshtml
https://uas.alaska.edu/ketchikan/maritime-training-center/index.html
https://digital.akbizmag.com/issue/january-2024/junior-achievement-of-alaska-volunteer-and-educator-of-the-year/
https://www.tamamta.org/
https://www.uaf.edu/news/carothers-recognized-with-afns-denali-award.php
https://www.uaf.edu/news/carothers-recognized-with-afns-denali-award.php
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If you remember nothing else from my remarks today, I want you to remember that. We are a 

/research/wd/de.php
https://ecampus.uaf.edu/admissions/alaska-advantage/


 

2024 State of the University Address | March 11, 2024 | President Pat Pitney 

 

7 

Dylan Barndt is another success story. He graduated from Mat-Su Career and Technical High 
School in 2022 and immediately started courses toward a Process Technology Associate’s 
Degree at UAA’s Kenai Peninsula College. Both his father and uncle earned Process Tech 
degrees from KPC before securing employment on the North Slope. Last summer, Dylan 
secured an internship with Hilcorp that became a full-time role with one of their facility 
operators.  

Like the construction management program, Process Tech provides flexible training through 

https://www.uaa.alaska.edu/news/archive/2023/08/coeng-alumna-blue-origin-artemis-lunar-nasa.cshtml
https://www.uaa.alaska.edu/news/archive/2023/08/coeng-alumna-blue-origin-artemis-lunar-nasa.cshtml
https://www.uaf.edu/news/minnie-naylor-chukchi-campus-director-appointment.php
https://www.ansep.net/skyler-kern/



