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Arctic Encounter Symposium 
 
Thank you, Lt. Governor Dahlstrom, and good afternoon. 
 
As President of UA, I’m honored to lead the only public university system situated in America’s 
Arctic. It's a privilege to address you. Congratulations, Rachel, Jackson, and the rest of the Arctic 
Encounter team for the success of this event.       
    
Alaska, and by extension the University of Alaska, occupies a critical position at the 
international crossroads of the Arctic. Here, logistics and transportation, remote energy 
production, and national security converge with indigenous heritage, sustainability, and climate 
change.  
 
The University of Alaska recognizes the significance of this position. We continue to support 
and sponsor Arctic Encounter because we firmly believe that solutions to Arctic challenges 
require collaboration and cooperation.  
              
And I’m proud to say: the extraordinary research and leadership that we provide in the Arctic 
throughout the University of Alaska System has a global impact on addressing those 
challenges. 
----             
Arctic emphasis is embedded in most of our programs across the system.  
 
At the University of Alaska Anchorage’s Institute of Social and Economic Research, we are 
quantifying the costs of adaptation and mitigation as our climate shifts. It’s crucial information 
for policymakers to understand the ramifications of their decisions. 
 
The University of Alaska Southeast is uniquely situated: in a rainforest, with a glacier off the 
back deck, the Pacific Ocean out the front door, and a freshwater lake next door. Our students 
see and study the immediate, nuanced shifts in ecosystems. Their recent research suggests 
melting glacier run-off may actually help support resilient salmon runs.  
 
UAS is the most beautiful university for students to study sensitive environments.   
 
Our flagship Arctic Research University, the University of Alaska Fai
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From impacts of permafrost thaw, 




